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ABSTRACT 

Social scientists have regarded the Colonialism as a major medium of social change in Nigeria.                              

The British colonialism which is referred as colonial Lagos made a cultural change which turned to be a cultural 

conflict within the people of Nigeria. With the interference of these, there become a drastic change that includes and 

clearly visible in food, clothing, living style of people which served to be both good and bad. However this study is 

focused in negative changes that have been made due to the interference of the colonialism which had impact on youth. 

This paper will brief about the delinquency in colonial Lagos. It is all about the sudden changes of delinquency in 1920, 

which is based on entry of colonialism which bought a drastic change that, cannot be rectified at all. The effects of this 

involves youth of Lagos in stealing, gambling, wandering, drug addiction, hawking, prostitution, and pick pocketing 

which caught the attention of officials in 1930s. Along with this the content also explains the crimes that took part in 

urban city. It can be regarded as a crime with shared morality. To prove these content dealings, we have to briefly deal 

with the colonial rule and the impact it had on the Lagos which made changes in the society. It also includes the 

reaction of colonial government and social welfare department in the colony of Lagos who is responsible for the 

criminal activities. 
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